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I K T R O D U C T O R Y ,  
The weather of April has been distinguished by the prevalence of extraordinary rain- 

fall throughout the Southern and Middle States, and equally unusual snows in New Eng- 
land and in Colorado. The courses pursued by the storms have, on the average, been 
much to the south of their tracks of previous years. The average barometric pressure is 
nnnsually high throughout the northern sections of the country. Vegetatioii is every- 
where reported as from ten to twenty days behind its usual condition at  the end of the 
month. Severe floods have beer, reported from all the tributaries of the Mississippi river, 
and the result hns been that a disastrous overflow has been experienced throughout MirJ.. 
sissippi, Louisiana and Arlcansas. 

S T O R M S ,  
I. “lie history of this storiii Leloiiga chiefly to the month of March ; i t  was central 

011 the 1st of April in the South Atlantic States and disappeared during the day in the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

11. The track of this storni is confined to the extreme northern limits and border of 
the region of our stations ; it passed on the 3d of the month over the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence, after having produced a slight disturbance in the Lower Lake region. 

111. This storm first became visible as a well developed depression in Indian Terri- 
tory on the niorniog of the 4th, having appareiitly travelled northeastward from Texas ; 
its course was in a straight line due northeastward over Lake Erie and the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, which latter region WHY reached on the 6th. Very extensive rains uniformly 
prevailed over the Southern arid Atlmtic States and snow over the Lake region and Upper 
Mississippi valley. Dangerous winds prevailed over the Lower Lakes and Middle Atlan- 
tic coasts. 

IT.. This is first located in Tesas, where it very possibly may have originated ; it 
illoved castward into Alabama on the 9th, and thence northeastward to the Middle A b  
Inntic coast on the 10th. Severe northerly gales followed in its rear in the Southwest; 
northeasterly gales preceded its approach to the Atlantic coast ; it then passed north- 
eastward a t  a short distance off the coasts of New England and Nova Scotia, and was 
east of Cape Sable on the 11th. This was the most generally severe storm of the 
month on the Atlantic coast, but was 011 the New Jersey coast perhaps exceeded by that 
of the 25th instant. 



V. The fifth important storm of the month W H S  confined to the extreme northeast- 
ern portion of the country. While an area of very high pressure was pressing southeast- 
ward over the Northwest and Upper Lake region, the storm in question moved southeast 
and then northeastward over the St,. Lawrence and Canadian Yrovincee, its effects being 
most severely felt in New England on the 12th. 

VI. The area of high barometer alluded to in the preceding paragraph separated the 
centres of storms No. V and VI. Tha lirtter disturbance apparently passed frotn the 
Pacific ocean eastward into the Northwestern Territories and the British Possessions on the 
l l t h ,  and verg quickly produced a rapid fill1 in the barometer throughout the Northwest, 
the intensity of the disturbance being iiicreased by the influence of the high baroniet.er 
over the Lake region. Southwesterly gales prevailed in the Missouri valley itt midnight 
of the I l t h ,  and over the Missoiiri :uid Upper Mississippi viillegs on thc 12th. with fresh 
southerly winds throughout the eiitire Southmest. The depression asmmed the shape of 
a t-rough or mtremely elongated elipse on the morniug of' the 13th, but the southern es- 
tmmity rapidly closing up, it becanie approsimately circular bv midnight of that date, 
at which time it was central in soathern Wisconsin. Brisk ilnd high soatherly winds pre- 
vnilcd duriiig the 13th and 14th successively over Lake Michigan and the Lower Lake 
region, while the. storm-centre pursued a northeasterly course over Canada to the Gulf 
of at. Lawrence, where it was last observed on the l(ith. 

VII. This storm first appeared in Indian Territory on the morning of the 14th, its 
origin having apparently an intimate connection with the storm No. VI, which WIIS a t  
that time in the extreme Northwest. The track of S o .  VI1 presents mi unusual appear- 
ance, in thnt it trends nearly southeastward and is filially lost in the Gulf of Mexico. It 
appears to have been broken up into several areas of low pressure, acconipiuiied by 
numerous local thunder and hail storms throughout the Sou tliern States. The severest 
winds are reported from the coast of Texas on the lGth atid 17th. 

VIIL It is not impossible but that this storm, which is 'first located a t  midnight of 
the 17th in the western portion of the Gulf of Mesico, may be in fact identical with 
No. VII., which latter, after hnvins pursued its uiiusud course, may have returned upon 
the usiial t!mk of the storms visiting the western Gulf. The course pursued by 
30. VIIL during t:h 18th WiLS almost due northward into Iudiau Territo-y :itid thence 
northeastward over the Lower Lake region, over which it passed, oil the 20th to Ci~pe 
Breton, where it disiippeared on the 22nd. Stroug northeast winds and r:iin prevv"i1cd 
over t.he Lake region; easterly wiiids and heavy rain in the Atlaiitic States on t.he Isth, 
19th and 20th. 

IX. The extensive snows of the 20th, in Colorildo and New Mexico, are our eidies& 
indications of the disturbance t.hat culiiiinated on the 2 h d  in a well-defined stormeen- 
tre in Te-uus, which .\ViLs by the 22nd ceiitral in Tenlieusee, aud mas followed by u seveie 
'' norther" on the western Gulf coilst. The storm disappeared on the 23rd off Cape Hat- 
teriis, having been accoinpanied by very geuera.1 rains in the Southern States. 

X. While the preceding storm was passing eastward, No. X was advancing rapidly 
80uh&wwd over Manitobit and Dakota, where it was cemrtd on the 24th. Consider- 
&le rain fell on that and the subsequent day over the Upper Lake region, when the 
starm turned noiihastw.ard and disappeared in Canada. 

XI. The cold northerly winds over the Southwestern States on the 23d undoubtedly 
initiated t.he extensive precipit.a.tion t1ia.t prevailed on the morning of the 24th through- 
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out the Northern Gulf coast,, developing a well-marked barometric depression that had 
by midnight progressed nortlieastwa,rd iilt,o Alabania. 13y midnight of the 25th the st.orm 
was central in the iuimediate neighborhood of the coast of Kew Jersey, and severe easterly 
gales were then prevailing from that point to Nova Scotia, and continued to precede the 
advance of the storm throughoiit the following day. The la.st position given for this storm- 
centre was on the morning of' the 2'ith, wheii it was off the coast of Cape Breton. While 
the storm was passing enstward from Tennessee on the 35th, t.here appears to have been 
formed a subsidiary depression, which passed north and then eastward, uniting wit,h the 
main cent:re 011 the 26th. 

M I .  This st.orm appears to have origiiintcd in the mountains of Cohodo  and the 
neighboring Territories on the 25th and 36th ; it was central in Kansns aid Nebraska by 
midnight of the latter (late ; its advance eaSt.Wid m:is, at first, cornparatidy slow in the 
prcsence of wens of high barometer then existing in the Upper Lake region and the 
MGuth Atlantic St.ates. Heavy rains prevailed on the night of the 27-28th in the Ohio 
and Tennessee valleys and snow on t.ho Lower Lnkes. The storm-centre moved nearly 
eastward to the Atlantic coast' and then turned sharply to the nort.henst, passing over 
Maine on the 29th a t  midnight. 

XIII. The history of this remarkable storm belongs especially to thc month of 
Mar, during the first five days of which it slowly moved from the Northwest to Tennessee 
and thence to Cape Hatteras. The origin of this storm is to be found 011 the Yacific 
coast, as it evidently passed over Washington Territory 011 the 2Sth and 2Yth, and oiler 
bioutane on the 30th. 

B A R 0 M E  T R I  0 P R E  8 8 U R E  I 
The distribution of baronictric pressure for the month is shown by tlie isobaric lines 

on chart No. 2, and appears to have been unusually high over the northern sections 
of the country, with, however, only a, very slight dcficiency in the estreme southeilst. 

T E M P E R A T U R E  O F  THE A I R ,  
The distribution of temperature for the month is shown by the isothernial lines on 

the appropriate chart accoinpsnying this text. These lines result from the study of 
observations reported by about two hundred of the volunteer observers in correspondence 
with this office, combined with the observations at the regular stations of the Sig- 
nal Service. The principal feature of the month is the very general low average 
temperature. This is made specially apparent by collating, as follows, the reports froin 
volunteer stations whose records run back over a long series of years : 

In Maine the average temperature has been tlie lowcqt recorded in 38 yeam. 
In Vermont 2-4 ( 6  

In Massachusetts I' 3-4 " 

In New York " 2*s " 

In Pennsylvania 20 I L  

In New Jersey 'I 9 " 

In Connecticu t. " 20 ' I  

In Murylanrl *' 10 " 

In Indiana 10 
I .  6. ' 53 In Illinois 

In K a l l s ~  lI, ' I  

' I  I 6  '. I I 1  

I C  ' I ,  
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